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THE EPIDEMIC FEVER IN IRELAND. ~ 


{Recent numbers of the Dublin Quarterly Journal of Medicine contain 
elaborate reports respecting the fever which prevailed in Ireland in 1847. 
The epidemic seems to have shown itself in all parts of the couhtry, but 
more particularly in those where want and misery existed among crowd- 
ed populations. In Dublin it is estimated that 40,000 sickened during 
its prevalence—12,000 cases having applied at one hospital during the 
period of about ten months. ‘The mortality in that hospital for the year, 
including every case admitted, was 1 in 12 and a fraction. In other 
hospitals, the mortality from the fever was much less. Nearly all the 
reporters agree in the contagious character of the disease. In some 
places, particularly in Dublin, a stimulating treatment was adopted ; but 
in many others it was found inadmissible. The following extract con- 
stitutes the report of Dr. Callanan, of Cork.] 


What has been called the epidemic fever of 1847, in truth com- 
menced in this locality, and, as I am informed, in many others, early 
in 1846, as is abundantly proved by workhouse and other returns through- 
out this district. From the commencement of 1847, however, Fate 
opened her book in good earnest here, and the full tide of death flowed 
on everywhere around us. During the first six months of that dark 
period one third of the daily population of our streets consisted of sha- 
dows and spectres, the impersonations of disease and famine, crowding 
in from the rural districts, and stalking along to the general doom— 
the srave—which appeared to await them but at the distance of a few 
steps, or a few short hours. And so in sad truth it was; for the 
obituary of our workhouse here, for the year 1847, gives the appalling 
return of 3329 deaths!! Within the month of March of that year 
157 inmates of that dismal abode perished from famine and fever. 
Between these two fearful agents of death and desolation, it now matters 
little where the preponderance lay. No human foresight could have an- 
ticipated or arrested their influence, as far at least as their direct causes 
operated. But it perhaps remains for a wise and beneficent legislation 
to take a lesson from the past, and, in its mercy and consideration, to en- 
deavor, as much as in it lies, by averting hunger and distress through the 
humerous and legitimate channels of creating employment for the la- 
boring and agricultural classes, to prevent the perpetuation, and, in future, 
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to avert the return of that state of suffering and wretchedness which 
has made the very name of this unhappy country a modern proverb 


for poverty, disease and humiliation, in the eyes and on the tongues 


of the civilized world. 

My observations must, however, be confined to its progress and cha- 
racter amongst the upper and middle classes, where alone my experience 
lay, and amongst whom, in this district, both urban and rural, it pre- 
vailed very extensively, and in numerous instances assumed a character 
and progress of great complexity and danger. 

In admitting this, however, I do not mean to convey the impression 
that the late epidemic differed in any essential or peculiar character or 
degree from its former visitations in this country within my memory or 
experience. New incursions of disease, from the alarm and excitement 
which they cause, however little their identity may differ in reality from 
their predecessors, are apt to have a darker shade of character attached 
to them than perhaps they would deserve by a just and dispassionate 
comparison. Amongst the poorer classes, the fever of 1847 admits of 
No question as to its severity, and its appalling mortality ; but it should 
be admitted that this mainly arose, and was derivable from an almost 
unprecedented state of privation, involving of necessity, in their issue, 
the very first rudiments and principles of fatal and intractable disease— 
hunger, cold, impure air, deficient clothing—in short, intense want in its 
most comprehensive and extended meaning, and in its most withering 
effects both on mind and body. 

These causes, however, in a medical point of view, as respective of, 
or involving any principle of practice for our guidance, cannot and ought 
not to be taken for more than they are really worth. In the production 
of epidemic diseases they have been, and ever will be, res notissime, 
and their effects follow as invariable sequences whenever or wherever 
they prevail. In this doomed country they have for years been casting, 
and for many more they will continue to cast, not—alas !—their shadows, 
but their bitter and blighting substance, both before and after them. 

In my judgment and experience, the character and treatment of the 
fever of 1847 differed but little, if at all, from that of 1817, amongst 
the better classes. It invaded them in the rural districts in each era, 
in the purest localities, and quite apart from infection or contagion, 
traceable at least to, or derivable from any obvious influence from such 
an agency. 

In numerous instances, exposure to wet and cold in these periods pro- 
duced the disease. Fear, and the depressing passions, too—the animi 


pathemata—had a powerful and obvious influence. In the epidemic of 


1817, when, after a lengthened war, peace brought a property panic, 
both mercantile and agricultural, the disease was easily excited, and ope- 
rated most fatally ; so much so, that scarcely an individual who at that 
period sustained, or contemplated the infliction of pecuniary losses or em- 
barrassment, recovered from it; and, in consequence, very many of our 
best and most useful citizens fell victims to their fears and sensibility. 

As exempiifying fear of the disease arising from mental emotion, a 
very remarkable case occurred here in the autumn of 1817. A very 
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respectable lady, of a nervous temperament, was solicited for alms, or 
leaving a shop in one of our principal streets, by a female mendicant. 
No attention being paid to the supplicant, she dropped on her knees, 
and, in the spirit of a demon, invoked on the lady the visitation of the 
black fever, as she called it. The unfortunate victim of her impreca- 
tions hurried home in terror, sickened that evening, and in ten days 
died of malignant typhus.- The catastrophe did not end here, for her 
husband caught the disease, and died within a few days after. 

At that period I put forward my views in a small publication, explain- 
ing the pathology which | then adopted of this disease, as well as its 
treatment ; and, confirmed by all research or observation which has since 
come under my notice in these many years of experience, 1 still adhere 
to the doctrine and opinions which | then embraced, under the full con- 
viction that they have afforded me the most satisfactory and successful 
results in the management of this often mysterious and perplexing malady. 

“ When we consider the nature of those organs to which the influence 
of typhus fever seems especially directed, and the intimate connection 
they have with vitality, we shall not be surprised at the sudden and in- 
tractable effects which are so frequently met with in this disease. 

“Tn turning our attention to this subject, the brain first claims our 
consideration, because it is from this source that all the formidable and 
less manageable symptoms, which we so frequently meet with, appear to 
derive their origin. In unfolding the structure of the liver and lungs, 
we shall also find much peculiarity of organization. Now, every practi- 
tioner who is at all familiar with the progress of typhus fever must have 
observed the great tendency which these organs have to be affected 
with inflammatory and congestive appearances, under the influence of 
this complaint. When. therefore, we bear in mind their great vascularity, 
and the effects which long-continued excitement of the heart and arte- 
ries, deriving its origin in many cases from such an agent as contagion, 
and acting upon a delicate and complicated structure, may produce 
upon them, we shall not find it difficult to account for those sudden 
and intractable appearances which we so frequently find typhus fever 
assuming. 

“When this complaint runs its course uninfluenced by any of the 
local derangements resulting from increased momentuin of the blood, we 
probably shall have had nothing to contend with save a certain portion 
of debility, naturally arising from an exciting cause, operating for a 
given period of tine, and modified in its nature and effects by particular 
circumstances, or the peculiar nature of the prevailing epidemic, &c. 
When, on the contrary, under the influence of great excitement in the 
circulation of the blood, we find typhus assuming a more complicated 
character, and giving rise to many of the appearances of well-marked 
inflammatory diathesis, directing its influence to those organs which, 
from their peculiar structure, are more particularly susceptible of morbid 
impressions—are we not warranted in concluding, that these effects are, 
in a great measure, attributable to a certain state, first, of the nervous 
system, and next of the circulation? If the exciting causes of typhus 
fever exerted their influence solely on the brain and nervous system, and 


h 

b 
2S 

e 

n 
it 

d 

e 

of 

d 
st 
ts 

f, 

t 
n 
Uy 

r 

S, 

e 
st 
A y 

> 

h 
| 
of 
at 
r 
a 
y 


392 Late Epidemic Fever in Ireland. 


produced a direct and final effect there, the natural consequence of such 
an impulse would be a state the very reverse of that which happens on 
the accession and during the progress of this complaint. 

‘In the synochus of this country, which, indeed, is the more preva- 
lent form of typhus, the symptoms of arterial excitement run so high as 
frequently to leave the physician doubtful of the real nature of the com- 
plaint. 1 have, in numerous instances, seen cases of this kind mistaken 
for the incipient symptoms of pneumonia or acute rheumatism, and 
treated accordingly ; when, to the great horror of the medical attendants, 

techia, and other indications of typhus, scon made their appearance. 
These cases turned out favorably, and assumed a peculiarly mild aspect 
during their progress. 

“ From an attentive consideration of these circumstances, we may, I 
apprehend, deduce the following conclusions :—first, that we cannot as- 
sign to typhus fever the character of direct debility at its onset, inas- 
much as its accession is invariably marked by unequivocal indications of 
great vascular excitement, frequently giving rise to appearances of well- 
marked inflammatory affections ; secondly, that the subsequent stages 
of debility or collapse which result from this excitement are directly at- 
tributable to it, and are very frequently proportioned to its degree of in- 
tensity ; and, thirdly, that though the stage of debility that accompanies 
this disease should not be proportioned to the degree of previous excite- 
ment, it may be rationally accounted for on a principle which all must 
acknowledge, though avowedly none can satisfactorily explain—namely, 


the peculiar susceptibility which some constitutions evince in being more - 


or less influenced by the same, or by different degrees of deleterious 
agency. 

i it must be admitted, that virulent contagion will very frequently 
produce the sudden and overwhelming effects which this form of typhus 
assumes ; and that it gives rise to these effects hy its peculiar power of 
oppressing or destroying the energy of the nervous system—first excit- 
ing, and then weakening the powers of the heart and arteries—is, I think, 
equally rational as an assumption. 

“ Admitting, then, the question to stand on this basis, we can pretty 
well explain why fever arising from contagion will be more likely to as- 
sume an aggravated form than when it arises from other causes. The 
heart and arteries, acted upon through the medium of their nerves, the 
sources of their energy, and stimulated into inordinate motion, soon be- 
come weakened, and, with their corresponding veins, lose their tone ; 
and thus begins to fail in them the power of preserving, or of restoring 
when disturbed, that necessary attribute of a healthy state—a just and 


equitable distribution of the blood. The lymphatic system, too, will not 


remain uninfluenced under such circumstances, but will have to en- 
counter a share of the general disturbance, as will be evinced in many 
cases by increased secretion or diminished absorption.” 

The recent researches of pathologists have added to these and 
other views on this difficult subject, results from certain states of the 
blood, from which I am quite free to admit that more than surmise is 
fairly deducible, in settling this hitherto obscure and perplexing question. 


3 
4 
if 
} 
f 
>. 
| 
& 


Fragilitas Ossium. 393 


But I submit that, satisfactory pro tanto as these results may be, and 
undoubtedly are, they cannot absorb within themselves the entire sdlu- 
tion of the problem, nor in any degree, perhaps, subvert the doctrine 
of the supremacy of nervous power and influence in their extensive 
agency throughout the animal economy. How, | would ask, can these 
changes in the nature and properties of the blood take place in this 
disease, by which it is so materially altered from its natural state, but 
through the nervous system: In my humble judgment, these useful and 
instructive researches give but additional force and argument to the doc- 
trine for which [ contended more than thirty years ago. 

I think it unnecessary:to go much into detail on the subject of treat- 
ment during the epidemic of 1847. Both in and out of consultation, it 
was my opinion that in three fourths of the numerous cases I attended, 
local depletion, either from the head, the abdomen, or the chest, would 
have been a safe and necessary measure, especially in the early stages ; 
in many of them, even at late periods of the disease, it was followed 
by obvious and most gratifying results. Cold to the head was, in most 
cases, essential for many days. It was attempted by many to supersede 
this practice by that of the early use of drastic purgatives, but I saw 
many instances of their injurious effects acting upon an extensive and, 
in this disease, for the most part, an impatient and a sensitive surface : 
they ran down the strength, while they left the real strongholds of the 
disease unreached, and, therefore, its symptoms and force unmitigated. ~ 

In full, plethoric subjects, where no local congestion, or active de- 
termination to any great organs, existed, tartar emetic, in small continu- 
ous doses, acted most happily. Eight cases of this description, ushered 
in with great and apparently alarming activity of the vascular system, 
were kept under perfect control, for periods varying from six to twelve 
days, and then broke up. In four of them numerous petechie appeared 
towards the close, but no other typhoid symptoms were observable. 
Within my experience wine was seldom admissible until convalescence 
began, and even then | was very cautious of its use. After depletion 
by leeches, and when the surface became cool and soft, if insomnolency 
or restlessness prevailed, without delirium, opiates proved, in some cases, 
signally beneficial. Extracts of poppy and of hyoscyamus, with a small 
portion of tartar emetic, gave great comfort. | “aig 
Th active delirium, blisters to the stomach, to the nape of the oo 
and behind the ears, were always followed by beneficial results. ‘This 
and free sponging of the surface with cold or tepid water very frequently, 
seldom failed to be attended with obvious advantage. _ | 


FRAGILITAS OSSIUM IN SEVERAL MEMBERS OF THE SAME FAMILY. 
| [Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.] : 
On the 29th of June, 1849, ] was called to see H. B., a young girl 


aged about 16 years, of a sanguine temperament, short stature, though 
well developed, sandy hair, florid complexion, and menstruation well es- 
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tablished, who had received an oblique fracture of the shaft of the fe- 
mir of the right side a little above its middle. The accident occurred 
while rapidly ascending a pair of staivs and making a sudden turn on one 
of the landing places to follow the banister. The floor was uncarpeted, 
nor was there any other obstruction to account for the occurrence. The 
case was treated in the ordinary way ky means of the long splint, and the 
recovery was as rapid and perfect as is usual in similar cases. 

Mr. B., the father of the virl, told me that this was the third instance 
of fracture that had occurred in this young person ; namely, one of the 
ley, and one of each thigh. He also told ine that three of his other 
children had had severally, one eight, one seven, and another three frac- 
tures of the lower extremities, making in all twenty-one fractures in four 
of his children. He has two other children, who have arrived at adult 
age without meeting with similar misfortunes. 

Mr. B. traces the liability of his children to these accidents to his 
wife’s family. Her father had four or five fractures of the extremities (the 
lower ones he thinks), and a number of fractures occurred in the family 
of one of her paternal aunts. 

He has one daughter married (the one who suffered eivht fractures), 
who has a child 5 or 6 years old, to whom no accident of a similar 
kind has occurred. 

The father is an active, athletic man, without any traces of constitu- 
tional disease, and the mother, who enjoyed a good state of health, is 
said to have died of fever. , Jno. P. Hiesrer. 


Reading, Pa., Dec. 3d, 1849. 
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LETTER FROM CALIFORNIA. 


Sickness at San Francisco and Sacramento City—Diseases, their Causes 
and Treatment—The Medical Profession— Sacramento City— Meteoro- 
logical Observa'ions— Present Condition and future Prospects of Cali- 
fornia, §c. 

To the Eritor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dear Sir,—Your Journal, like an old and valued friend, has always 
heen a welcome visiter ; bat since I have left New England it has been 
doubly welcome. Its reception has, perhaps, been warmer and more 
ardent than heretofore, and its arrival most eagerly anticipated. I take 
this opportunity to express my thanks to the publisher for the prompti- 
tude and punctuality that he has always manifested in the management 
of his department, an expression not due to all the publishers of medical 
enone in the United States, as many subscribers besides myself well 
now. 

I think that a few general remarks upon the points heading this ar- 
ticle might be somewhat interesting to your readers, though some of the 
topics thus embraced are not purely medical. Yet they are of such na- 
ture that they could not with propriety be omitted, and are therefore 
interwoven with professional subjects, and respectfully submitted to your 
disposal. 
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There has been a vast amount of sickness in San Francisco during the 


past summer. In the months of August and September, particularly, 


there were from five to ten interments a-day ; and though the health 
of the place is improving, there are daily many cases of fatal disease. 
A few days since I visited one of the grave-yards—there were six open 
graves! The prevailing complaints are dysentery and diarrhoea. Some 
have died of pulmonary disorders, particularly phthisis ; others of fevers 
contracted in the interior or at Panama, and especially in the valley 
of the Sacramento. At the mines these disorders have been rife. Scurvy 
has carried off many miners, and several ships have brouglit into this 
port persons afflicted with this latter malady, some of whom have died. 
A gentleman informs me that there are five sailors now on board the U. 
S. Sloop of War Warren, who are ill with this complaint. Intempe- 
rance, dissipation, disappointment, privations, exposure, &c., have had 
more to do with this fatality, as a general thing, than the diseases them- 
selves ; for | believe it is the opinion of every one that the affections 
of this climate are all very manageable, with the exception of pulmonary 
and bronchial complaints, if the patients are seasonably and well cared 
for. J alluded to this subject in a former letter, when speaking of this 
country, its climate and diseases.* Let a man who has indulged in dis- 
sipation and imprudencies be taken ill, and for the first few days not 
have medical aid, sleeping in a tent upon the ground, or, as it often 
happens, be obliged to Jay out doors without any one to care for him, and 
itis not in the least degree mysterious or strange that the patient dies ; 
I only wonder that so many of the sick, thus subjected to change of 
life, of manner of living, and of climate, many of whom are men of dis- 
solute habits, do recover under these circumstances. This ts the fate, 
the lamentable fate, the mournful story, of many a young man who left 
friends and home only a few months ago in perfect health, with high 
hopes and bright prospects of the future, to seek fortunes among the 
golden sands of California. During a long sea voyage, or during their 
sojourn here, mingling with the multitude, their morals having become 
corrupted, their substance wasted, and their health seriously impaired, 
they are seized with disease, fall victims to its power, and their moulder- 
ing ashes sleen—not alone. for in the midst of these shades are already 
slumbering many bodies, the relics of golden ambition. Individuals of 
all nations, kindred and toncues, compose the silent groups ; no stone 
marks the name of the departed, or designates the final resting-place 
of him whose earthly pilgrimage terminates here. 

| have known five coroner’s inquests held in one day. By far the 
greater number of burials are paid for from the public treasury. Few 
deaths have occurred among those who live in houses, who have ordi- 
nary comforts, and are well provided for. Women and children enjoy 
much better health than men; there has only been a very limited 
number of deaths among them—a fact worthy of notice, which I 
account for by the fact that the latter are generally more temperate, 
more cleanly in their personal habits, and less exposed, than men. 


* Vide Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, No. 3, Vol. XLL, page 52. 
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I have recently taken a tour into the interior, and spent some time 
at Sacramento City. This city is situated on the Sacramento river, 
about 175 miles from San Francisco. At present it contains something 
like 10,000 inhabitants, and is rapidly increasing in wealth and im- 
portance. The site occupies the high banks of the east side of the 
river, near its junction with the North Fork, which tributary is lost in 
the Sacramento on the northern border of the city. The surrounding 
country for some miles is a level plain, overgrown with large trees, the 
oak and sycamore being the principal ones. There is also wild grass 
and various shrubbery interspersed among the groves, which have some 
resemblance to old parks scattered here and there over the face of the 
country. The town is regularly laid out, and the streets arranged in 
alphabetical order from north to south, as A street, B street, C street, &c.; 
and from east to west numerically, as First street, Second street, Third 
street, &c. The trees that were standing on a line of the streets are 
preserved ; some of them are of immense size, forming elegant and 
lovely shades and ornaments. Buildings are continually going up and 
being improved, so that it possesses. the appearance of an old and neg- 
lected country village undergoing repairs, more than it does a city in 
embryo. Being located between the banks of two rivers, one of which 
overflows in the course of some seasons, inundating the region for several 
miles in extent, and having in its immediate vicinity a lake, which like 
the rivers becomes extremely low in the summer, the exhalations from 
these sources help to form the miasmatic and noxious materials which 
germinate disease in the city. These causes, together with the high 
temperature of the climate, are operating more or less at all seasons ; 
but August and September are the most unhealthy months, At this 
time the waters of the rivers and lakes are drying up, and the weather 
is extremely hot, the thermometer ranging from 80° to 120° a-day. 
The barometer varies from 29° 8 to 29° 10 or thereabouts. Jn the lat- 
ter part of September of the present year, the nights were cool and the 
days hot. I observed the mercury to be sometimes as low as 45° at 6, 
A. M. ; and the same day at 2, P. M., it would stand at 104°! Such great 
changes in temperature, without the influence or concurrence of other 
causes, must and do exert very deleterious effects upon the inhabitants. 
Reinittent, intermittent and congestive fevers are common diseases, and 
are generally associated with dysentery or diarrhoea. The same disas- 
trous results have obtained there, as I have spoken of as sources of 
disease at San Francisco, and for the same reasons many cases have 
proved fatal. I have referred to want of means, care, &c., and to the 
dissolute and improvident habits and management of the patients them- 
selves. 1] think that two thirds of the persons who travel on this river 
at the season I speak of as being the most unhealthy, become sick. 
While I was making a short stay at Sacramento city, I had occasion to 
treat eight cases of fever, two of dysentery, and several of diarrhaea, be- 
sides seeing many others in the hospitals and private practice of other 
physicians. Patients who had good nursing, comfortable apartments 
and early treatment, generally speedily recovered. 

The remittent fever is generally ushered in with a chill, violent pain 
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in the head, limbs and loins ; but the chill, usually, is only slight, 
amounting to the sensation of feeling cold, as the patient expresses it, 
and these rigors are not apt to recur after the first few hours from the 
attack, though this sometimes is the case. Afterwards there is great 
heat and febrile excitement at particular periods, for the first few days. 
The exacerbations become less violent and less distinct as the disease 
runs on towards its termination. During the remissions these symp- 
toms are for the most part wanting, and there is dull headache, no thirst, 
and an inclination to sleep. The patient commonly begins to improve 
by the third or fourth day from the period of the first well-defined exa- 
cerbation. In nearly all these is considerable debility succeeding the 
disease, and it is some time before the patient fully recovers his ordinary — 
strength. 

The congestive form of this fever is very rare in persons of temperate 
habits; it may become so, however, in thany instances, for want of 
timely treatment, or rendered so by mal-practice, particularly in _ple- 
thoric subjects. 

I have seen but one case where bloodletting was indicated. Ca- 
thartics are not often called for, and the same may be said of emetics 
and all other depletive remedies, such as purgative doses of calomel, an- 


timony, &c. Heat should be applied to the extremities (mustard plas- 
ters), and cool applications should be directed to the head when there 


is strong febrile action. Some sudorific should be administered, such 
as copious draughts of some simple drink, as barley or crust water, with 
a few drops of the wine of ipecac., and paregoric added to it. This 


plan will much relieve the patient, and prevent symptoms of conges- 


tion, When diaphoresis is well established, unless there is some contra- 
indication, an alterative and sedative may be combined. The following 
pill answers very well :—R. Sulph. morph., sr ; pil. hydr., grs. viij. 5 
pulv. ipecac., grs. xvj.; ex. coni.,gq.s. M. Ft. pil. no. viij. Give 
one pill every four hours. Or Dover’s powder, nit. potass, camphor, pro- 
perly combined, are valuable remedies ; minute doses of calomel may be 
added if required. When there is diarrhoea and pain in the bowels, 
opium should always be given to “the point of relief.” If the bowels 
are constipated, which is a rare condition, or if there is reason to appre- 
hend that there is foul or crude matter lodged in the prima via, a laxa- 
tive dose of castor oil, guarded with an opiate, should be administered. 
As soon as the febrile symptoms and headache have subsided, quinine 
should be given in two-gratn doses, three or four times a-day, until the 


‘patient regains his usual strength. As soon as it will be prudent, he 
should be allowed a generous diet, with wine and water or porter. He 


should take only moderate exercise, and avoid exposure to the morning 
or evening air, or to the influence of the hot sun. This method of 
treatment, the outlines of which are here essentially given, has been 
very successful with me, and [ have treated a sufficient number of cases 
to predicate the doctrine that the disease does not require what is some- 
times styled “Herculean treatment ” to bring it to a successful ter- 
mination. 

I have seen and prescribed for many cases of intermitting fever, or 
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fever and ague, the complaint having been contracted in the valleys of the 
Sacramento and San Joaquin, as well as some from the Isthmus. I have 
observed nothing remarkable or peculiar in these cases. I have not 
found those enormous and excessive doses of calomel and quinine neces- 
sary or required, which some writers and practitioners so strenuously 
recommend. -I have never given more than two or three grains of qui- 
nine ata dose, and have employed calomel but seldom, and then very 
sparingly. 4 am satisfied that two grains of quinine is sufficient for a 
dose, and think that perhaps even sinaller quantities would answer the 
desired end, with other judicious measures conjoined. If intermitting 
fever is the same all over the world, I do not hesitate to declare that those 
who have had the complaint have suffered (in the aggregate) as much 
from mal-treatment and over-dosing, as from the fever itself, 

The diseases of this climate are attended with great debility. There 
is generally a tendency to a typhoid condition. There is also, in 
a majority of the cases, an irritable and lax state of the mucous mem- 
brane of the stomach and bowels, often attended with a sub-acute grade 
of inflammation. Hence bloodletting, calomel, antimony, emetics, ca- 
thartics, &c., cannot be borne, and the best informed physicians in_ this 
country use them but sparingly. Some of these remedies are never pre- 
scribed—* pro optimo est minime malus,” so that we are only to make 
use of such agents as promise good and do not endanger the life of the 
patient, as is the case with all depleting medicines. One great object is 
to sustain and nurse the strength of the sick person. 

The dysentery and diarrhoea of this country resemble those affections as 
they appear in hot climates, or, at least, as they are described by writers. 
I have found it always important to have the patient warmly clothed, to 
keep up constant mild diaphoresis, and to have him abstain from drinks 
or solids of any kind as much as possible. When there is a deficienc 
of bile and torpor of the liver, some mild mercurial, combined wit 
opium, will be found of service. But it generally happens that the 
stools are copious, black or dark-brown, greenish, &c., evidently show- 
ing that there is a superabundance of bile, constituting what is styled 
“ bilious diarrhea.” 1 believe that mercury is hurtful in this variety 
of the complaint, being calculated to increase the morbid action, irritate 
and loosen the bowels, and debilitate the patient. Opium, as is well 
known, lessens all the secretions, except that of the skin. Its effect 
upon the liver is very striking ; if properly administered for a short time, 
it seems to dry up this freshet of bile, after which a few days of rest 
and strict regimnen will restore the patient to health. Chronic diarrhea 
is managed upon the same principles, but is a more obstinate form of 
the complaint. | 

Those who arrive from sea, as well as those who have remained a 
great length of time in the mines, frequently come here with scurvy ; 
many have fallen victims to this complaint. Dietetic treatment of the 
nght kind is more availing than any other. A vegetable diet is all im- 
portant ; potatoes and onions are more serviceable, in scurvy, than drugs. 

Many physicians have emigrated to this country; but as there has 
been a great amount of sickness, there has been something for them to 
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do. It is fortunate for all that there has been a full complement of me- 
dical men here—their services have been needed, and in no case have 
they been withheld. Medical fees are high, and are generally paid either 
by the patient, his friends, or by the Common Council. I feel great 
pleasure in saying that physicians are doing as well here as they are in 
any part of the United States. The profession, like all others, is well 
represented. ‘“ Men of cultivated minds and indomitable energy have 
directed their steps hither, ull almost our entire population is composed 
of individuals excelling in the various avocations they have been bred to.” 
Medical fees can now be collected here by law, or the debtor can be 
or whipped. 

e had a powerful rain on the 10th and 11th insts. Since then, we 
have had fine weather. The harsh, cold, gusty winds which have hith- 
erto prevailed, have been superseded by the mild, warm land breeze ; 
the dust and dirt is now moistened and trodden down, so that it is de- 
lightful riding or walking, or doing any kind of business. It is pleasant 
to have an excursion in a sail boat, in the bay of San Francisco, at_ this 
season. ‘The mercury varies from 58° to 70° in twenty-four hours. On 
the 16th and 17th of this month, it was from 62° to 82° in the shade, 
as observed by myself and others. Since this ‘“ meteorological innova- 
tion,” asa rain storm at this season is termed, the sickness has abated, 
and it would not be improper to say that San Francisco is now a healthy 
aaatel ‘he rainy season proper, commences about the first of De- 
cember. 

No less change has there been in the growth and advancement of this 
city. Large and commodious buildings have taken the place of shanties ; 
fine mansions and cottages are now where tents and cabins were four 
months ago; hospitals, churches and theatres are now in progress. 
Three hundred vessels are at present in the harbor ; trade is carried on 
with the South American ports, the islands of the Pacific, Asia, and all 
parts of the world. The commercial interests of San Francisco are not 
small, and are rapidly increasing. 

As to the mines and the interior of California, I have nothing to say 
different from what I stated in my former letter.* The political pros- 
pects of the country are brightening, law is respected and executed, life 
and property are as secure here as any where, and I have no doubt that 
the people will adopt the Constitution already framed by their delegates 
at Monterey, and that in a few months California will become a State, 
having a good and wholesome government. What she lacks in agri- 
cultural capabilities, she makes up in mineral wealth; her ungenial cli- 
mate will be counterbalanced by “ the power of gold,” so that she must 
inevitably rise to a high and noted position, and have dignity and station 
among her sister States. Very truly, J. P. Leonarp. 

San Francisco, Oct. 24, 1849. 


* Vide Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, No. 3, Vol. XLI., page 52. 
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QUACKERY IN THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dear Sir,—I was amused, while reading a short article, some weeks 
since, in your valuable Journal, entitled “ Quackery in the nineteenth 
century.” If we could be favored occasionally with an opportunity of 
looking over the directions given to their patients, by some of the quacks 
of the present day, we should find many things as ludicrous as the case 
furnished by your correspondent, W. M.C. Such ignorance and blun- 
ders frequently occur within the limits of our observation. A noted 
Thomsonian recently remarked to an intelligent physician, that he bad 
made a post-mortem examination, where, to his surprise, “ the liver had 
got below the midriff” ; and another of the same school informed a friend 
that Mrs. A. B. was very sick, and he thought she would certainly die, 
as she had a disease of the prostate gland. 

But as our country is full of empirics of the character described above, 
is there not some fault on the part of those who confer diplomas in our 
regular schools, and who are authorized by law to introduce young men 
to the medical profession? Are physicians sufficiently on their guard, 
when they adinit students into their offices to prepare them to become 
members of an honorable profession, to ascertain, as they should do, 
whether their preliminary education is such as to entitle them to the 
respect and confidence of an intelligent and discerning community? Are 
there not graduated, from some of the medical schools in our country, 
young men who are grossly ignorant, and whose prescriptions not only 
furnish evidence of their ignorance, but also endanger the lives of those 
for whom they prescribe? The. following are exact copies of recipes 
written by an individwal who has received a diploma from one of the 
medical schools in the country (not in New England). R. Tinct. 
Sanguinaria, 3 ss.; Tinct. Laudinin, 3ij. M. R. Rebhii, gr. vi.; Do- 
vers Pulv. gr. iij.; Magnitia, gr. xii. M. Pulv. No.6. R. Adeps pt. 

3j.; Venus Turpentine, 4iij.; Ox. Rubrum Precip., 3ss. M. R. 
Sarsafarilla, 3}. R. Sub. Carb. Magnitia, 3 ss.; Cream of ‘Tartis, 3 ij. ; 
Aq. Fontu, O.ss. M. 

In consideration of the numerous instances like those above named, I 
would inquire whether more stringent regulations should not be adopted 
by those who receive students into their offices, and by those who con- 
duct our medical schools, to prevent the admission into the profession of 
those whose talents and education better fit them for other and less re- 
sponsible stations in life. Evils of a vast magnitude exist in and about 
the medical profession, and these evils have been graphically and truth- 
fully exhibited in that excellent book, entitled “ Physician and Patient,” 
by Dr. W. Hooker, of Norwich, Conn. And I would add that this is a 
work of great merit, and should be read by every man both in and out 
of the profession. It is written in the usual interesting style of the author, 
and each of the nineteen chapters contains suggestions which ought to 
be thoroughly examined by every physician in the country. One of the 
chapters contains some very just allusions to the facility with which 
nostrum makers obtain the certificates of clergymen. Is this surprising, 
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when we see the name of one of our most distinguished professors em- 
ployed to recommend the sale and use of a nostrum now being spread 
over the country ? 

I have already exceeded the limits which I designed to occupy when 
[commenced these desultory remarks. Such as they are, they are at 


your services VERITAS. 


ASTRINGENTS IN CHOLERA. 
|Communicated for the Bogton Medical and Surgical Jonrnal.] 


Some time since, an article appeared in the Journal, on the use of astrin- 
gents, particularly nut-galls, in cholera. Having a case of cholera the 
next day afier reading the article, I made use of a strong infusion of 
white oak bark, in tablespoonful doses, frequently repeated, until the vo- 
miting ceased. ‘The first dose was combined with tinct. of laudanum 
and spts. camphor, each a teaspoonful. The vomiting stopped in the 
course of three hours, and the discharges from the bowels in six hours 
after, with the aid of injections of the same infusion. The patient reco- 
vered, without any A ate symptoms remaining (a boy, 10 years of 
age). It was the fourth case of cholera in the same family—the father 
and three children. The father and one son died, in twelve hours after 
the attack. In the treatment of the fatal cases, calomel and opium were 
used perseveringly. In the other cases, which recovered, no calomel 
was used until the third day. The astringent course was pursued suc- 
cessfully. It seemed to prevent the collapse stage. I would recommend 
the persevering use of oak bark or nut-galls, in cases of cholera, as the 
most efficient course in the treatment of this disease. 

During the prevalence of cholera in Sandusky City, this season, more 
than four hundred persons died of the epidemic, out of a population of 
five thousand. SMITH. 

Lyme, Ohio, Nov. 14, 1849. 
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SMALLPOX AT CHESTER, N. H. 


{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Tue epidemic of smallpox in this place, which I mentioned in a recent 
order to you for vaccine virus, appears to be abating. ‘There have oc- 
curred 46 cases; 23 among the unvaccinated, and 23 among the vacci- 
nated. The latter have been very mild; some of them merely the 
symptoms without an eruption, others more strongly characterized. Of 
the unvaccinated, many have been very severe ; some of them the be- 


nign, others the distinct, but a majority the confluent or a combination | 
of the two latter forms. Of the 46 attacked, 2 only have died ; one a 
child 13 days old, the other a lady between 60 and 70 years of age. 
The latter was attacked with the disease, which soon became compli- 
cated with erysipelas, and she died on the third day of the eruption. 
The child was born when its father was sick of the disease and on the 
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eighth day of the eruption. Jt manifested symptoms of disturbance 
on the seventh day of its existence, on the tenth began to erupt. and 
on the eighteenth, under the force of a heavy eruption well filled, it 
died. The mother had been vaccinated in former years, the father had 
not. The mother, though a constant attendant (if we except one week) 
upon her husband and child, lad no symptoms of the digease until a 
fortnight after the child’s death, when she felt a slight disturbance and 
discovered a few faint and abortive eruptions upon the chest and bead, 
which very soon disappeared, without interfering with her domestic duties. 


Chester, N. H., Dec. 11, 1849. J. P. W. 


MEDICAL LECTURES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
{Extract of a Letter from a Young Gentleman in Philadelphia to a Physician in Washington.} 


THE anatomical rooms are now open, and | shall begin my first dissec- 
tion in a few days. The winter session has opened under the most fa- 
vorable prospects—upwards of five hundred students forming the medical 
class. ‘The University maintains her dignity and reputation very well. 
The course will be unusually prolonged, agreeably to the recommenda- 
tion of the American Medical Association. Some of the other schools 
have not adopted the plan, on the ground that the physical endurance 
on the part of the student would be too great, and that it would be to the 
sacrifice of health and life if he should undertake it. But the professors 
of the old University took it in a more philosophical point of view, and 
thought there were very few students who were so feminine as not to 
be capable of enduring the toils of six months’ study ; and at a lecture 
which Professor Jackson yave at the opening of the session, he emphati- 
cally put the question to the whole medical class—* Shall it be said 
that the German and all European schools hold their twelve months’ 
lectures, and our University rejects the six months’ system? Does not 
the brave and ambitious American student possess the same courage and 
firmness ?”? A committee was appointed to call on several medical 
gentlemen to state (in pamphlet form) the reasons for prolonging the 
course. The pamphlet will appear soon, and I will make it a pleasure 
to send it to you. | 

I attend six lectures a-day, and you may easily imagine that there is 
ample matter offered me for reflection. The nights are mostly conse- 
crated to the study of the branches which have been taught us during 
the day. I read Horner’s Anatomy—Kirke’s and Paget’s Physiology, 
a splendid book, containing all the modern views, and the most important 
information on this subject. Also Wood and Bache’s Dispensatory and 
Materia Medica—Towne’s Chemistry, an excellent work, which con- 
tains all the late chemical experiments; and organic chemistry, which is 
now becoming very essential to the student. In fact, on this part of 
chemistry Prof. Jackson has created a physiological world of his own, 
and we are quizzed entirely upon it. We also study Tucker’s Princi- 
ples and Practice of Midwifery ; Gibson’s Surgery, and Wood’s Practice 
of Médicine, 2d edition, the most popular work now in use, and the one 
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here most universally prized. This last work I read very carefully, for 
the author is the chief Physician to.the Hospital, and what is read 
theoretically in his work is practically illustrated at the Hospital in clini- 
cal instruction. We are now studying auscultation and percussion on the 
patients at the Hospital and in the University, and we have ample op- 
portunity for this, as the wards are completely filled with patients af- 
flicted with cardiac diseases, especially pericarditis and endocarditis. 
Pneumonia is also very common, and seems to depend much and often 
op inflammatory rheumatism. J. D. 


Philadelphia, Nov., 1849. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, DECEMBER 19, 1849. 


Communicable Diseases.—So much gratified were the medical students 
of Yale College, with the introductory discourse at the commencement 
of the present term, by the professor of surgery, Dr. Knight, that they 
craved the privilege of publishing it—which is not only an evidence of 
their politeness towards an excellent man and an admirable teacher. but 
of their ambition to understand the nature of disease. and of a desire to 
profit, also, by the experience of their seniors. Dr. Knight expresses his 
views in good plain English; and in a discourse of 1wenty pages, there 
ig not a single infliction of that severe technicality which too frequently 
shows an author to be a master of words rather than ideas. Contagion, 
infection, and other terms employed by writers, are wholly avoided; and 
Dr. K. proceeds at once, in a business-like manner, to give his views of 
certain diseases which are communicated from one person to another. 
Thus scabies, lepra, syphilis, smallpox, are propagated from one to another, 
beyond question ; while with regard to others, of a destructive character, 
and not unfrequently terrific in their course, the medical world, from 
early times, have been divided into two great parties—the contagionists 
and the non-contagionists. Dysentery, cholera, yellow fever, erysipelas, 
puerperal and malignant typhoid fever, are kept in existence by some un- 
fathomed law. It is stoutly maintained by some medical philosophers that 
they happen, but are neither infectious nor contagious. Yet they may 
be epidemical. Dr. Knight lays down the following propositions :— 

Ist. It is no proof, although it may afford a presumption, that a disease 
is communicable, because many in the same family, neighborhood or re- 
gion of country, are affected by it simultaneously, or in rapid succession ; 
or because it extends either slowly er rapidly from place to place. 

2d. It is no proof that a disease is not communicable, because of its 
greater prevalence at one time than another; its rise, increase, and de- 
cline in a community ; or its attacking a portion of the inhabitants, while 
others escape who have been equally exposed to it. 

3d. It is no proof that a disease, when fully formed, is not communt- 
enble, because that in many, and perhaps in the greater portion of cases, 
it arises from some of the common external causes of disease. 
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Ath. It is no proof that a disease is not communicable because it does 
not obey all the laws of some other communicable disease. 3 
After dwelling upon the statistics of cholera on its introduction to New 
York in Dec., 1848, and considering its havoc in India as far back as 

1817, the lecture is brought to a close thus :— 

1. All febrile diseases, of a typhoid and malignant type, depend upon, 
as their predisposing cause, a certain endemic or epidemic constitution 
of the atmosphere. What this state is, is entirely unknown. 

2d. This epidemic constitution, aided by the common exciting causes of 
disease, is at times sufficient to produce them. 

3d. Whenever this epidemic constitution is present, they will be com- 
municated from the sick to the well, and this communicability is a common 
cause of their propagation. 

We are happy to acknowledge our individual indebtedness to Dr. Knight 
for this unpretending yet valuable contribution to the medical literature 


of the day. 


Quarterly Homeopathic Journal—Homeopathic Practitioners.—The 
fourth number of this periodical, under the editorial care of Drs. Birn- 
still and De Gersdolf, from the press of Mr. Otis Clapp, School street, 
Boston, abounds in papers which physicians will generally read, if placed 
within their reach, whether they believe them or not. ‘There are some, 
however, who actually fly into a passion at the bare mention of the word 
homeopathy. ‘fhey denounce alike those who practise upon that sys- 
tem, and those who presume to read a line upon the subject. Many 
have been the wordy cudgellings we have received from such, because we 
dared to notice a single movement in the family of homeopathists. It 
so happens that it is impossible to please every body in the matter of con- 
ducting a periodical. If there are some who feel themselves insulted by 
a reference to the antagonistic school, the infinitesimals, there are scores 
on the subscription list who would be indignant were it supposed that no 
allusions were admissible in regard to the progress, increase of numbers, 
and literature of this school. These belong to the modern history of 
medicine ; and can it be possible that any one is so short sighted as to 
suppose that the influence of homeopathists is to be curtailed among the 
people by simply abstaining from mentioning their existence? Are edi- 
tors of journals, pledged to collect and transmit that kind of intelligence 
which concerns medical men, to be called to account for doing just what 
they have stipulated todo? We have sad examples of the results of co- 
ercion and intolerance, among theologians, in their endeavors to main-+ 
tain a standard of faith. Therefore let us make the best of a bad case, 
and not abuse or vilify, or abandon the field in disgust or a rage, because 
- mankind do not choose to give or to take jalap and calomel in large 

oses. 

On many former occasions, we have unflinchingly declared a disbelief 
in the propositions of Hahnemann. We have no confidence whatever in 
homeopathy. Doing nothing and taking homeopathic dilutions are, to 
us, one and the same thing. We again reiterate the opinion, that ho- 
meopathy has accomplished nothing in limiting the extension or subduing 
the violence of disease. Yet in Europe and America there are men of 
fine powers and cultivated intellects, having pursued the regular studies and 
received their degrees, who sincerely believe that it has triumphantly done 
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both. Shall they be abandoned as acquaintances, friends and neighbors, on 
that account? No, we can cherish our own views without interfering with 
their social relations ; read their manuals without being disgraced ; disprove 
their reasonings and explain their wonderful cures without passion or pre- 
jadice ; and take their sugar pellicles, too—with impunity. What is to be 
gained, then, for morality or for science, by a perpetual show of hostility 
towards gentlemen whose convictions are different from our own, in re- 
lation to the theory of disease and the methods of curing them ? 

Yet we do not forget that the maintenance and defence of the regu- 
lar system of medical practice, which has on its side the accumulated ex- 
perience of ages, and comprises in its ranks the great body of learned 
and scientific practitioners of this and other countries, is the primary ob- 
ject of this Journal ; and no claim upon us can be maintained or allowed, 
from those who abjure this system, for anything more in our pages than 
common courtesy. This we shall strive to exhibit, even while we combat 
their errors. Nor do we consider that, as journalists, we either coun- 
tenance or aid the doctrines of homeopaths, or give any just cause of 
offence to their opponents, by such notices respecting them, from time to 
time, as in our opinion shall be of general interest. 


Nervous Diseases of Women.—Messrs. Fowlers & Wells, New York, 
have sent forth a translation, from the German of Charles Demmig, on 
“Chronic Diseases: especially the nervous diseases of women,” which 
will doubtless be read extensively, but whether to profit is a question. 
It is a popular explanation of the true causes, according to the author, 
of scores of maladies to which married females are predisposed. It is not 
a medical work, and yet it treats of maladies especially recognized by 
physicians. But it speaks out things, in relation to alleged excesses of 
intercourse in married life, to which the author attributes most of the ner- 
vous diseases of women, in a way to which even medical readers are 
unaccustomed. Perhaps in Germany such plainness is acceptable. Here, 
however, the public taste requires this kind of truth to be muffled up in 
half a dozen folds of technicalities. There is an air of vulgarity about 
these everybody’s books, which on the whole, as society is constituted 
here, renders them infinitely more injurious than useful. Yet it cannot 
be denied that\M. Demmig has recorded facts, and convincing ones. too ; 
yet who will be the wiser for them? Those for whom the instruction is 
designed, will not trouble themselves particularly about the abuses he de- 
signates ; while thousands, who are not in a situation to be benefited by it, 
will study it to gratify a morbid curiosity. 


Electricity as a Cause of Cholera.—Through the politeness of Wm. 
Parker, Esq., of Boston, a treatise, from the Dublin press, of general in- 
terest to medical readers, has been received. ‘The title runs thus—* Elec- 
tricity as a cause of cholera, or other epidemics, and the relation of gal- 
vanism to the action of remedies. By Sir James Murray, M.D., Inspector 
of Anatomy, &c.” It is inconvenient the present week to do more than 
make our acknowledgment of its reception. The author is distinguished, 
and it would be rather extraordinary if he has failed to be instructive in this, 
when he has been eminently so in previous efforts. 
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Multiplication of Hospitals.—Notwithstanding our undisguised hostility 
to the creation of a hospital in Boston, to be supported by a direct tax on 
the citizens, who are already excessively burdened by taxation, with a 
growing prospect of having it annually increased by the unceasing impor- 
tation of foreign paupers, it would accord with our sentiments entirely to 
have a hospital, of any kind that may be thought needed, to be established 
and endowed by individuals. ‘There is much wealth in Boston, and the 
more of it that goes for charity. the better. A rich and good man has re- 
cently died, and among other bequests has left $10,000 to the Eye and Ear 
Infirmary; $10,000 to the Boston Medical Dispensary—rich before ; 
M’Lean Asylum for the Insane, $20,000; and the Massachusetts General 
Hospital, $20.000. Then there is a reversion of $40,000 more to the 
M'Lean, after the decease of a surviving relative. ‘These institutions, at 
the rate money falls to them, will soon be burdened with riches. A medi- 
cal gentleman of eminence expressed a hope, in our hearing, that the Mas- 
sachusetts General Hospital might never have another farthing bequeathed 
it. Is it a diseased charity to give to the university, the hospital and asy- 
lum? If the reserved wealth that is unquestionably appropriated to these 
three institutions, by wills now lying on file, could be concentrated ona 
new object, it would be of immeasurable higher service to this community, 
than to pour it out in such profusion upon two or three establishments that 
may thus become too colossal for utility, A new hospital at East Boston, 
where there will be a population of seventy thousand persons before thirty 
years have passed, would be a praiseworthy undertaking. But for the city 
government to take upon itself the establishment of an extraordinary alms- 
house hospital, on the plan of a receiving hulk, just for fitting patients for 
Deer Island, is absolutely preposterous. 


Therapeutic Value of Cod-Liver Oil.—A committee of the Boston So- 
ciety for Observation in Medicine and the Collateral Sciences have 
addressed a circular to the profession of the city, and we trust extensively 
also in other directions, inviting some account of their experience with 
cod-liver oil. ‘This is an important subject, especially ata moment when 
there is an oil mania that will hereafter make a distinct chapter in the his- 
tory of medical impulses. We trust, therefore, that practitioners will facili- 
tate the Inbors of the committee. Papers are to be addressed to Dr. Hay- 
ward. Those sent to the care of this office, from other cities or the coun- 
try, will be placed in the hands of the commission. 


Medical Department, U. S. Army.—At the recent meeting of the Board 
of Examiners, held in this city, the following gentlemen were approved, 
and assigned rank as assistant surgeons in the order of their names, Isaac 
L. Adkins, Delaware ; Robert O. Abbott, Penn. ; Thomas M. Getty, Vir- 
ginia; David L. Magruder. do. ; Wm. J. H. White, District of Columbia ; 
Rodney Glisau. Maryland; Elisha P. Langworthy, New York. Assist- 
ant Surgeon, James Simons, was found qualified for promotion by the same 
board.— Medical Examiner. 


Medical Miscellany.—Sudden cases of the mysterious disease called 
milk-sickness. have recently occurred in Kentueky.—Dr. Mott, of New 
York, has excised a tumor from a woman, 21 inches in length, which 


q 
H 
¥ 
Psy 


Medical Intelligence. 407 


weighed nine pounds. —Andrew Jackson Davis, the clairvoyant revelator, 
whose name and fame have been ushered into notoriety through the instru- 
mentality of Prof. Bush, has a work nearly ready, entitled The Physician. 
It will contain the uses of anatomy and physiology! How wonderful that 
they never have yet been understood! He will probably come out at last 
king of quacks—especially as the work is to treat particularly of health 
and happiness.—A new ology is coming into notice; lectures are to be 
given in Boston on Electro-Biology, which will probably turn out to be an 
old thing with a new name, viz., that discarded imposition, animal mag- 
netism.—The wife of a German, at Rochester, N. Y., has recently had 
three sons at one birth. Last year she had three—thus making six sons 
at two births, and all alive and thriving.—M. d’Hericourt has returned to 
Paris, from Abyssinia, bringing a plant that M. Arago, the great man of 
science, says will positively cure hydrephobia.—Dr. Daniel Lee has become 
the editor of the Genesee Farmer, an excellent agricultural periodical, pub- 
lished at Rochester, N. Y.—On the first of November, there were 700 per- 
sons in the jails of Ireland, committed as dangerous lunaties.—At Pitts- 
field, Mass., a medical student shot ata man with a revolver, with whom 
he had a dispute. He was immediately arrested, but liberated on bail, and 
then soon disappeared.—Dr. Mills, of Harrisburg. Penn., tried and con- 
victed of seducing three sisters, has been sentenced to five years’ imprison- 
ment in the penitentiary, and $200 fine and costs.—It is estimated that 
one drunken man in every ninety is annually convicted of crime, while 
the average number of temperance men annually convicted of crime is one 
in 4,164.—Dr. N. D. Benedict, of the Blockley Hospital, Philadelphia, has 
been appointed superintendent of the New York Asylum for the Insane, 
made vacant by the death of the lamented Dr. Brigham. The announce- 
ment of Dr. Dexter’s appointment, some weeks since, was incorrect.—Dr. 
Dupee has been elected one of the physicians of the Lying-In Hospital, 
of Boston.—The coroner’s inquest on the remains of Dr. Parkman's body, 
after an examination of several days, resulted in the verdict of murder by 
the hands of Dr. J. W. Webster. This verdict. it should be borne in 
mind. is no conclusive proof of the guilt of the accused, and should not 
be allowed to prejudice the mind of any one against him. It renders 
Necessary a trial for the alleged offence, which will doubtless be impartial, 
and will alone be decisive as to the great criminality with which he now 
stands charged.—The editor of the Buffalo Medical Journal says of Dr. 
Jarvis’s Mass. Medical Society Address—* We should be glad to see it 
in the form of a tract, circulated extensively among persons of all classes, 
it being adapted to the general, as well as the medical reader.” 


Marrien,—At the City of Conception, Chili, Henry Arez, M.D., to Miss M. M. Briggs.— 
Charles D. Fairfield, M.D., Amherst, Ms., to Miss M. Osborn. 


Dirp,—In Byron Co., 8. C., Dr. C. W. Rogers. He was thrown against a tree, by the fright 
of his horse, badly fracturing his skull —In New York, Edward L. Chichester, M.D.—At San Fran- 
cisco, Selden M. Barton, ALD. of Philadelphia —In Buckland, Mass., Dr. Moses Smith, 74. 


Deaths in Boston—for the week ending Saturday noon, December 15th, 77.—Males, 33— 
females, 44. Apoplexy, 2—accidental, 1—anemia, l—abscess, 1—bronchitis, 1—disease of the 
bowels, 2—i::flammation of the bowels, 1—congestion of the brain, 1—consumption, 13—cancer 
of stomach, l—childhed, 3—croup, 2—dropsy, 1—dropsy of the brain, 2—d:arrhona, 1—dysente- 
ry, 4—delirium tremens, 1—erysipelas, 1—typhoid fever, 2—typhus fever, 1—searlet fever, 4— 
lung fever, 6—disease of the heart, 1—marasmus, 2—infant:le diseases, 8—congestion of the lungs, 
I—diséase of the kidneys, 1—old age, 3—serofula, 2—smal!pox, 3—teething, 3—pleurisy, 1. 

Under 5 years, 34—hetween 5 and 20 vears, 5—hetween 20 and 40 vears, 22—hetween 40 
and 60 years, 6—over 60 years, 10. Americans, 27; foreigners and children of foreigners, 50. 
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Medical Men and New Medical Books in Europe.—We are informed 
that ** Copland’s Medical Dictionary ” is ina fair way of completion, there 
being but two more numbers to come besides the * Index,” and one of these 
is now in press. Dr. Copland has promised that the whole shall be com- 
pleted within a year from this. He is in good health, and looks as if he 
might write another dictionary as large as the present, if necessary.— Dr. 
Marshall Hall intends soon to visit the U. S.—Dr. Forbes is preparing a 
work on “ Young Physic,” which he says will close his professional ca- 
reer.—Dr. Pereira is busily engaged in preparing a new edition of his 
Materia Medica, with an increased number of microscopic and other illus- 
trations, beautifully executed on copper. The Dr. has resigned his situa- 
tion at the University School, on account of changing his course to Sum- 
iner.— Dubois, of Paris, has just issued the first volume of his long pro- 
mised work on Midwifery. The second will soon follow.—Prof. Cruveil- 
hier has also just issued the first volume of a work on Pathological Ana- 
tomy, to be completed in several volumes, the most complete and elaborate 
work on the subject ever published.— Roux, the great surgeon, though 75 
vears of age, is still?active and zealous in the discharge of his hospital 
duties. —Ricord and Civiale iake the lead in their respective specialities, 
and are overwhelmed with business. The same may be said of Louis, in 
pulmonary diseases.—In Edinburgh, Prof. Simpson takes the lead; espe- 
cially in diseases of females, having patients from every part of the globe. 
After witnessing his practice for a time, one can speak confidently of his 
uncommon success in all forms of uterine disease.— Dr. Churchill, of Dub- 
lin, whose work on ‘“ Diseases of Children” has just issued from the press 
of Lea & Blanchard, of Philadelphia, says the American writers on this 
subject, particularly Drs. Stewart and Condie, are far in advance of any 
British writers on the same subject. He is the first British physician who 
has furnished an American publisher with the copy of an original work to 
be issued here. 


Transactions of the American Medical Association.—The second volume 
of the Transactions of this Association, making a volume of 950 pages, will 
shortly be published, price $3 per copy, sewed, or $3 50 done up in mus- 
lin. Copies of Vol. I. may be obtained, price $1 50, also complete sets in 
two vols. for $4. Orders will be received by Messrs. Lea and Blanchard, 
publishers, Philadelphia. 

Societies which have been represented in the Association, will be fur- 
nished copies for their members on the following terms :—3 copies of Vol. 
I]. sewed for $5; 3 copies of Vols. I. and II. for $8. The amount must 
be remitted to the Treasurer of the Association in par funds. 

Delegates who were present at the last annual meeting of the Associa- 
tion, and have paid the assessment ($3), are entitled to one copy, and those 
who paid five dollars are entitled to three copies of Vol. II. of the Trans- 
actions. 

Permanent members are entitled to one copy of Vol. II. on remitting 
two dollars, and three copies for five dollars, and they can obtain a copy of 
Vol. I. on remitting $1 to the Treasurer of the Association in par money. 

It may be proper to state that the sum in the Treasurer’s hands is not 
sufficient to pay the cost of the present large volume of Transactions ; and 
the members will therefore see the necessity of exerting themselves to aid 
in extending the sale of the Transactions.—Philadelphia Medical News 
and Library. 
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